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December 25, 2011                                                Vol. LII, No. 51
Greeter: Earl Franz
Candle lighter: A Mystery!
Accompanist: Melanie Gering
Song leader: Butch Gering
AWESOME DEEDS WE DO NOT EXPECT
CHRISTMAS DAY—“Celebrating the Savior”
God showed up in our world in the least expected way, in the form of an infant.  This is how God comes, what God’s awesome deeds look like—a small shoot springing up and changing everything.  Christ has come, and the world is being transformed.  So let’s celebrate!
GATHERING

Prelude                                                     

Welcome

Call To Worship
   Leader:  Rejoice in the Lord!  The fullness of time has come.

   People:  As the earth brings forth its shoots,

   Leader:  so God sent the Son, born into the human condition,

   People:  to set us free to live as beloved children.

   All:  The unexpected has happened.  We belong to God.

Opening Prayer

PRAISING

*Hymns #197 HWB                     “Angels we have heard on high”

               #201 HWB                       “Hark! The herald angels sing”
OFFERING
LISTENING

Scripture                                                                   Galatians 4:4-7
Children’s Time

Message                                       CELEBRATING THE SAVIOR
RESPONDING

Hymn #210 HWB                        “Good Christian friends, rejoice”

Announcements, Sharing and Prayer

SENDING

*Hymn #318 HWB                                              “Joy to the world”

Benediction
   Leader:  Lord, now dismiss your servants in peace,

   People:  for our eyes have seen your salvation,

   Leader: which you have prepared in the presence of all 


peoples—

   People: a light for your revelation and glory to all we meet.

   All:  Amen.

Postlude

*Please stand if you are able.


MISSION NETWORK PRAYER REQUEST Mennonite Mission Network personnel have committed their lives to continuing the work of Jesus’ incarnational love in more than 100 locations in the United States and around the world. Pray for the Holy Spirit’s power to enliven these ministries.

TODAY There is no Sunday School today.  Please take this opportunity to fellowship with those you don’t see on a regular basis.
PRAYER VINE, January 2012, Mennonite Mission Network’s 
prayer calendar is available under the bulletin board.
THIS WEEK
Tues.-Thurs., Dec. 27-29 Sr. High Snow Camp at Camrec. Registration forms are under the bulletin board.
LOST AND FOUND! Current items in the “lost and found” box will be disposed of if not claimed by the end of the year.  The box is in the coat rack.  Please check to see if something you have been missing is there—and you didn’t know it!

ANNUAL REPORTS for committees and organizations are due no later than Tuesday, January 3, 2012.  Please leave your report in the folder available in the office, or email to Menno Church or Sharon at either or both of the following addresses:


menno@centurytel.net

ssmeyer@accima.com
NEXT SUNDAY, Jan. 1, 2012
Greeter: Vic Franz
Candle lighter: Ellie Gering
Accompanist: Jeff Long
Song leader: Bill Dyck
UPCOMING EVENTS
DECEMBER 2011
27-29


Sr. High Snow Camp at Camrec
JANUARY 2012
  1
10:00 a.m.
Worship Service; No Sunday School; 




classes will resume 1/8/12

  3
noon

Moses Lake Ministerial Association meets

  4
5:30-7:30 p.m.Midweek @ Menno


6:30-8:00 p.m. Women’s Bible Study

  6


Epiphany


5:00 p.m.
Church Board meets

  8


Epiphany Sunday

10-21


Yoders on vacation

11
1:00 p.m.
Ritzville Ministerial Association meets


5:30-7:30 p.m.Midweek @ Menno


6:30-8:00 p.m. Women’s Bible Study

12
9 am-2 pm
Menno Women In Mission

15


Jeff Long, speaker

15-19


MDS Service Project in Birmingham, AL

16-18


Pastor Matthew attends EMU School for 




Leadership Training

18
6:30-8:00 p.m. Women’s Bible Study

25
5:30-7:30 p.m.Midweek @ Menno


6:30-8:00 p.m. Women’s Bible Study

28
9:00 a.m.
Annual Business meeting

CONGREGATIONAL READING FOR 

CHRIST CANDLE
Finders:
We waited.  We watched.


We thought we knew why……

(Worship leader helps carefully hold up the Christ candle, then sets it on the table.)


Yet we are surprised by God’s trust:



Who else would risk sending Jesus into this

uncertain world



not as a military commander or a king,



but as a newborn? 



Thanks, thanks be to God!

All:
And we are surprised by God’s tenderness:


Who else would welcome open-armed


all children, whether by birth or adoption,


to join in the same body? 


Thanks, thanks be to God!
Menno Mennonite Church, a Christian Anabaptist Community,


equips believers through relevant Worship and Study, 


and expresses God’s love to others through


Stewardship and Service.












